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The Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network marked its
25th anniversary this year, reflecting on a quarter-century of
cultural advocacy while directing new support to the com-
munities it was created to serve. Founded in Lennoxville in
2000, QAHN has grown into a province-wide network of
museums, archives and historical societies devoted to preserv-
ing the heritage of Quebec’s English-speaking communities.

To commemorate the milestone, QAHN released a special
publication, adopted a new strategic plan, and hosted public
events recognizing volunteers and long-standing contrib-
utors. These included a recent conference in Cowansville
honouring heritage advocate Marion Phelps, and an awards
ceremony held at Maison Louis-Joseph Forget in Montreal.
Additional anniversary programming is scheduled for the
autumn, including a virtual heritage summit, a heritage fair
on October 4 titled Stones and Stories in Morin Heights, and
a public screening of QAHN-produced documentaries at the
Lac-Brome Museum in Knowlton on October 25 at 1:00 pm.

Continued on page 3

Province-wide police effort
with CENTAURE leads to
record cocaie seizure

Julie Miller of QAHN (second from left) visited the Pontiac Archives in Shawville,
meeting with local volunteers as part of the organization’s ongoing support for

community heritage projects through its SHARE program. (TF)
PHOTO: COURTESY OF QAHN
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Continued from page 1

“This year has been about honouring where we've
come from but also making sure we continue to serve
the people and institutions doing this work across
Quebec,” said Matthew Farfan, QAHN’s executive di-
rector.

Separate from the anniversary, QAHN also complet-
ed the first phase of its new SHARE initiative, a fund-
ing programme supported by the federal Department
of Canadian Heritage. In June, more than $300,000 in
micro-grants was awarded to 25 grassroots organiza-
tions across the province working to preserve English-

QAHN at 25 and funding the future of heritage

speaking heritage.

In West Quebec, three groups received support
through the programme: Fairbairn House in Wake-
field, Aylmer Heritage Association, and the Pontiac
Archives in Shawville. Each is undertaking a locally
focused project rooted in storytelling, preservation
and education.

At Fairbairn House, work is underway to develop
educational materials for use in local classrooms,
with a focus on the intertwined histories of anglo-
phone, francophone and Indigenous communities in
the Gatineau Valley. In Aylmer, heritage volunteers

are researching and sharing stories related to the
town’s architectural and cultural legacy. The Pontiac
Archives is digitizing wartime documents and pho-
tographs, helping preserve the military history of the
region’s residents.

The SHARE programme will continue over the next
three years, with future calls for applications planned.
For Farfan, the initiative reflects QAHN’s core pur-
pose.

“We've always believed in working directly with
communities,” he said. “In our twenty-fifth year, that
commitment feels more important than ever””

Province-wide police effort with CENTAURE leads
to record cocaine seizure

"n
| TashiFarmilo
\ LJI Reporter

A major drug trafficking investigation has led to
a record cocaine seizure and the arrest of five indi-
viduals in the Gatineau and Masson-Angers sectors.

The investigation began on July 9, when Simon-
Didier Perron, 26, of Gatineau, was arrested dur-
ing a vehicle stop in Montreal with the cooperation
of Gatineau and Montreal Police. Officers seized
nearly 40 kilograms of cocaine. Perron was released
following this initial arrest.

The investigation advanced with the execution
of five search warrants for two apartments and
three residences in Gatineau on July 16. The raids
involved the intervention group and a canine unit.
Perron was arrested again at one of the search lo-
cations. He appeared in court the next day to face
several charges, including trafficking a controlled
substance, possession of cocaine and other sub-
stances for the purpose of trafficking, possession of
a prohibited firearm, and multiple firearms-related
offences.

The searches resulted in the seizure of approxi-
mately 40 kilograms of cocaine, 1,890 grams of
methamphetamine, a .45 calibre pistol, ammu-
nition, a 2021 Mercedes GLB, small quantities of
GHB and cannabis, several mobile phones, and
various items linked to drug distribution.
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Gatineau

A major drug trafficking investigation in Gatineau has resulted in a record seizure of cocaine, multiple arrests,

and a series of charges tied to drugs and illegal firearms.

This operation forms part of the CENTAURE
strategy, a province-wide initiative aimed at dis-
rupting organized crime and the trafficking of il-
legal firearms. The strategy brings together police
forces across Quebec to maintain coordinated pres-
sure at the local, regional, and provincial levels.

Gatineau Police are encouraging anyone with in-
formation related to illegal firearms or drug traffick-

Specialised orthodontic care for children, teens and adults.
® Traditional braces and modern alternatives ® Ample free parking
® Flexible financial arrangements  ® Eveningand early morning hours

(TF)

ing to contact the confidential tip line at 819-243-
4636, option 5. Information concerning firearms
offences may also be reported to the CENTAURE
line at 1-833-888-2763. Individuals worried about
someone who may pose a safety risk due to firearm
possession are urged to contact the prevention line
“Jai un doute, jappelle!” at 1-800-731-4000, options
1 and 2. In an emergency, the public should call 911.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF GATINEAU POLICE
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QUEBEC ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL HISTORY COMMITTEES
will be creating the LOCAL HISTORY COMMITTEE

OF THE WESTERN QUEBEC REGION in early September

The newly constituted QUEBEC ASSOCIATION
OF LOCAL HISTORY COMMITTEES (QALHC) will
be creating the first of its twelve local history commit-
tees on Wednesday evening, September 3rd, 2025, vir-
tually via ZOOM commencing @ 7:00 p. m.

Theaptlytitled LOCALHISTORY COMMITTEE OF
THE WESTERN QUEBEC REGION (LHCWQR) will
cover the vast geographic territory now administered
by the Western Quebec School Board. The WQSB now
offers education in English at schools in the following
municipalities: Val d'Or, Rouyn-Noranda, Témiscam-
ing, Chapeau, Low, Notre-Dame-du-Nord, Maniwaki,
Namur, Kazabazua, Quyon, Campbell’s Bay, Shawville,
Poltimore - Val des Monts, Wakefield, Chelsea, Buck-
ingham, Gatineau, Hull, and Aylmer.

Launching the LOCAL HISTORY COMMITTEE
OF THE WESTERN QUEBEC REGION virtually

LETTERS
the

to Ed itor Opinions expressed are not necessarily shared by the paper

over this vast geographic area is the proof of concept
for this ambitious provincial project. “A proof of con-
cept is a preliminary project or experiment designed
to test whether an idea or concept is viable. It serves as
a small-scale demonstration to validate the feasibility
of a project, product, or business idea, allowing stake-
holders to assess its potential before committing sig-
nificant resources.”

MISSION STATEMENT =

The Local History Committee of the Western Que-
bec Region brings together professors and teachers of
history and social sciences, university and cegep stu-
dents, parents and grandparents, community leaders,
and history enthusiasts of all ages.

LHCWQR provides leadership through the mem-
bers of its executive board, advisory council, and local
history committee.

LHCWQR will create the participatory research lab-
oratory of local history.

VISION STATEMENT=

The Local History Committee of the Western Que-
bec Region will inspire inhabitants of the region with
pride in their local and regional history through activi-
ties focussing on promoting increased involvement.

Contributing to the participatory research laboratory
of local history will enhance pride and involvement.

OBJECTIVE =

The Local History Committee of the Western Que-
bec Region plans to establish a participatory research
laboratory of local history that will share the knowl-
edge of local and regional history with community
members.

INVITATIONS =

Invitations to become members of this exciting new
project will be sent out virtually via ZOOM on Tues-
day, August 26th. The founding meeting of the Local
History Committee of the Western Quebec Region
will occur via ZOOM on Wednesday evening, Septem-
ber 3rd, 2025, virtually commencing @ 7:00 p. m.

To receive an invitation, please send an email to:
Brian ROCK of Aylmer at comech.qc.br@gmail.com
with your full name, your email address, and your tele-
phone number.

Looking forward to meeting you all virtually on
Wednesday evening, September 3rd!

Local History Committee of the Western Quebec
Region

Forest fires and selfish people

Watching the news has been scary and frus-
trating. We see bans of not only open fires, but
of all terrain vehicles, drivers, even hikers in
some parts of Canada where the forest is tinder
dry. Why does the public get so self-righteous
about not being allowed to enter high risk areas
for a forest fire? Are these the same people who
thumped their chests about having to wear a face
mask during the Covid-19 pandemic?

How did we, as a society, get to such a radical-
ized place that people feel personally outraged
about not being allowed to hike for a season. The
loss of trust in education, caring thinkers who
make decisions to cut access to fire-prone areas is
alarming. These are real people making decisions
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HULL + CHELSEA * AYLMER

BUCKINGHAM + LUSKVILLE + WAKEFIELD * PONTIAC

for the long-term benefit of all Canadians. Ap-
parently, most of the forest fires in Canada have
been started by people, accidentally. So, it is no
surprise that people are asked to refrain from en-
tering high-risk areas of forest fires. Like, come
on, people!!! This isn’t rocket-science. Just like
the facemask wearing during the pandemic - not
rocket-science. Air-born germs can be prevent-
ed from spreading by wearing masks. So, wear a
mask! Oy - when will the age of reason return to
the general population?
Is it time to make university free so we can get
our people properly educated?
Lorne Smith
La Péche

Unit C10, 181, rue Principale, Aylmer sector, Gatineau, Qc J9H 6A6

Tel. : 819 684-4755 | editor@westquebecpost.com

Would you
like to promote
your goods

and servicess ?

Contact ourteam for
KILLER ADVERTISING!

West Quebe Post s

819 684-4755 / pub@bulletinaylmer.com / www.westquebecpost.com

""\

-

Subscriptions
$33,95 (+ taxes)

Production Manager: Tanya Laframboise | production@bulletinaylmer.com

QCNA @ Publisher Emeritus: Fred Ryan | Publishers: Sophia Ryan et Lily Ryan
.. t.”"; SELECT .& NETWORK 0 CMCA Editor: Lily Ryan Advertising Manager: pub@bulletinaylmer.com
Member aupien | Operations Managet: Lily Ryan Publicité / Advertising: pub@bulletinaylmer.com
AJRQ CeNA f— Business Consultant: Lynne Lavery |  Accounts: Enel Polinice Advertising Consultants: Jerry Alary, Brenda McGuire, Mélanie Ward
'a' b Local Joumalam niiative Quéhec eaga | Classifieds/Circulation Dominique Leclair | classifieds@bulletinaylmer.com Web Content Manager: Alana Repstock
#5 = hebdos c [P E—"—— w1 | Journalists: Marie-Eve Turpin, Sophie Demers, Reuel S. Amdur, Carl Hager, Delivery: Denise Lepine, Melissa Mercer
QUEBEC Canada Greg Newing, Grace Richards, Mélissa Gélinas



The Country Music Years

“Oh doctor, oh doctor, oh dear Dr John

Your cod liver oil is so pure and so strong

I'm afraid of mylife, I'll go down in the soil

If my wife don't stop drinking your cod

liver oil”

Those lyrics of an old Irish Ditty that
are stored in my mind for over 80 years
are still remembered, along with this song:

“Hallelujah, I'm a bum

Hallelujah, bum again

Hallelujah, give us a handout

To revive us again”

As a three-year-old, I cranked up the
gramophone, placed a 78-rpm disc on the
machine and dropped the armed needle on
that spinning disc to allow ‘profound lyrics
such as those to permeate the living room.
Wilf Carter’s Swiss Moonlight Lullaby and
Doc Williams' Mary of the Wild Moor
were also among those songs. In addition,
others like The Little Red Caboose Behind
the Train were part of that musical fare.

The American-born Ed McCurdy, who
sang many songs of Canadas East Coast,
became a revered voice on the CBC network
as he invited us to listen to his songs with:

“Where do you come from?

Where do you go?

Where do you come from

Old Cotton-eyed Joe?

I come for to see you

I come for to sing

I come for to show you

My diamond ring”

In my adult years, I would learn from
Doc Williams himself that it was Ed Mc-
Curdy who wrote the lyrics of Roses are
Blooming, the flip side of his Quality label
recording of Mary of the Wild Moor.

There was also the Down-East Music of
Don Messer and His Islanders; Cammie
Howard and the Western Five featured
the Smiling Balladeer, Oral Scheer. It was
broadcast live from the Chateau Laurier
on the national CBC network. The CFRA
Happy Wanderers with Ward Allen’s famed
Maple Sugar fiddle tune captured my at-
tention as it did my heart.

On and on it went until in my forties,
I began writing Country Tracks in this
paper. In July 1985, at the request of then-
editor Jim Creskey, I started the column.
My intention was to write about country
music during the summer months, bank
a few stories to last until Thanksgiving
and then concentrate on my role as an
elementary school teacher.

During that summer, there were many
venues featuring live country music. There
was also the Gatineau Clog at Tucker Lake
in the Gatineau Hills. I became immersed
in the music, getting to interview and to
personally know country musicians from
the Ottawa Valley and from both sides of
the Ottawa River. What a thrill it was to
be able to share part of their stories with
readers. You might accurately conclude
that, by this time, the music was flowing
through my veins.

In subsequent years, [ was also privileged
to interview country singers from other parts
of Canada and the United States. Among
them was Doc Williams, who informed me
of his connection with Ed McCurdy at a
small radio station in New Hampshire. In
the process of gathering information for the
column, I searched libraries, interviewed all
the on-air personalities at CKBY FM, and
became acquainted with every agency in the
Ottawa area that promoted country music.

Foremost among these was Ken Reynolds,
who was hired by Frank Ryan, owner of
CFRA, to start an Entertainment Bureau at
the station. Ken was also the tour manager
for both Wilf Carter and Don Messer. He
brought many American artists to Canada,
such as Hank Snow, Marty Robbins, Eddie
Arnold and Jim Reeves. Ken planned Johnny
Cashis only tour of the Maritime provinces.

This column overlapped my last twelve
years of teaching. Upon my retirement
in 1997, I was now free to travel to more
distant paces. In May 1997, Ken asked
me if I would come to the Maritimes to
document Doc Williams’ Farewell Tour.

In Fredericton NB, we met up with all
the touring musicians. On one of those
occasions, while seated in the back seat of
the van with Doc, he invited me to visit him
at his home in Wheeling, West Virginia.
This I did on two occasions. I'll always
remember that last parting. Doc was 88
years old at the time and in good health.
His parting words were, “I guess this is
the last time we'll be seeing each other.
You know that we don’t go on forever.”
Doc Williams passed away at the age of
93 on January 31, 2007. He referred to me
as one of his younger generation of fans.

In 2010, the late Mike Fahey, one of the
Hall of Fame Directors and a country music
singer, came to my door to inform me that
I was selected to receive the Ralph Carl-
son Memorial Award at that year’s Hall
of Fame Induction. The Award is given
to those who ‘for an extended period of
time made an outstanding contribution
to Country Music in the Ottawa Valley. I
am really appreciative for having received
this award.
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I would rather eat worms than write about
the current hullabaloo on the American
right over the conspiracy theories about
paedophile Jeffrey Epstein and his various
pals and accomplices. The temptation is just
to sit back and enjoy watching the MAGA
revolution devour its own children, but
Duty calls.

It is not enough just to wish that both sides
lose. (Well, all of the many sides, really.)
It is becoming clear that this scandal will
probably injure Donald Trump personally
and weaken him permanently. It doesn’t
matter whether he was really implicated
in Epstein’s crimes or not. As usual, it’s the
attempted cover-up that does the damage.

Nobody outside the United States has
any influence on how the political storm
that is growing there comes out, but ev-
erybody has a stake in the outcome. Even
an increasingly isolationist America that
is descending into political chaos is still
the world’s greatest military power and
a major economic player. What happens
there matters, but what should we hope for?

The first principle is that we should all
work to ensure that Trump remains in office
for the remaining 42 months of his four-
year term. He would only leave voluntarily
if his entanglement in the Epstein affair
grows so damning that he has to resign
in order to be pardoned by his successor,
President J.D. Vance, but that is not out
of the question.

The great virtue of Trump as candidate
for the role of first American dictator is that
he’s not up to the job. The push towards
a ‘soft fascist’ authoritarian system is real
and quite rapid - the ever-growing ICE
is emerging as his private army - but his
instinctive preference for a state of chaos
that maximises his options is not a sound
foundation for a lasting dictatorship.

Another three-and-a-half-years of
Trump freed from all the restraints that
the ‘grown-ups’ put on him during his first
term will probably do great damage to the
US economy. However, it would also make
it unlikely that either a chosen successor (or
Trump himself in defiance of the Constitu-
tion) could win the presidency in 2028.

Democracy in the United States can
survive Donald Trump, and not just as a
Hungarian-style ‘elective dictatorship. The
number of people who swallow all the lies
is shocking and shaming, but they never
exceed half the population. A democratic

by Gwynne DYER

AUTHOR, HISTORIAN & INDEPENDENT JOURNALIST

Trump: The Least Bad

comeback is possible.

On the other hand democracy in the
United States would probably not survive
a ‘President’ Vance who took power long
enough before the 2028 election — whether
by succession to a physically incapacitated
or criminally implicated Trump or simply
by a putsch - to rig the vote.

Just look at him. You know it’s true. So
put up with Trump. Within limits, of course.

The limits would include any US in-
vasion of a near-neighbour (Greenland,
Panama, Canada), but the rest of the world
has tacitly accepted US air-strikes on at least
half-a-dozen distant countries in recent
decades. Now is not the right time to get
picky about it.

Nobody should condone the slow-motion
genocide of the Palestinian population in
the Gaza Strip, but almost none of the other
traditional democracies on the ‘West” openly
condemn it either.

And don't get upset if Trump flips and flops
a few more times on arms aid to Ukraine.
That's who he is, and if you prefer him to the
alternative then just make sure everybody
else in the West buys enough arms from
the US to keep the Ukrainians supplied.
Trump just wants to be paid for them.

And what about the impact on world
trade of Trump’s ceaseless tampering with
tariffs? This is a self-healing wound, in the
sense that a rapidly growing number of
countries are concluding that the United
States is not a reliable trading partner. The
endless struggle to keep up with the changes
is just not worth it.

The likely outcome is that supply chains
will increasingly go around the United States
rather than to or through it. That’s not a
limitless disaster for the United States, just
a handicap that can be repaired in time.

The arrival of Trump 2.0 has been a shock
to both the global trading system and the
alliance structures that had prevailed since
the 1950s, but they are adjusting fast and
fairly well to the new realities. Or at least,
it could have been a lot worse.

It could still take a turn for the worse, of
course, but that’s always the case. The task
when things are threatening to fall apart is
always to decide what is really important
to preserve, and make your other choices
and goals serve that overriding objective.
Right now, that means keeping J.D. Vance
from the throne, even at the cost of putting
up with Trump.
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Face a la grogne, Québec allege les coupes en éducation

celles-ci avaient déja été contraint-
es de réduire leurs budgets en
cours dannée. Cette fois, le gou-
vernement réclamait 570 millions
de dollars de coupes pour l'année
scolaire 2025-2026, déclenchant
une vague d’indignation publique
et une pétition massive. Résultat :

Carl Hager

QUEBEC — En juin dernier, le
gouvernement du Québec a de
nouveau exigé d'importantes com-
pressions budgétaires dans les
commissions scolaires publiques
de la province. En décembre 2024,
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les compressions ont été réduites a 30 millions de dollars.

Joanne Labadie, présidente de la Commission scolaire
Western Québec (CSWQ), a déclaré : « Ce sont des gestes
désespérés de la part du gouvernement. On commencgait
a peine a se sentir bien aprés la pandémie, et voila qu’une
nouvelle attaque est lancée contre la sécurité du systeme
scolaire. Les éléves ont besoin de tout le soutien possible,
et le gouvernement menace les services dont ils dépen-
dent. Il nous faut des augmentations de budget et plus de
ressources, pas des compressions. »

George Singfield, directeur général de la CSWQ, a indi-
qué que des économies sont recherchées par Iélimination
de certains postes temporaires, le non-remplacement a la
retraite, et la suppression du poste de technicien en loi-
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sirs, entre autres. « Nous avons subi une
énorme coupe budgétaire l'année derniére
et elle est maintenant récurrente. On nous
interdit d’utiliser nos surplus, et nous dev-
ons produire un budget équilibré selon les
nouveaux parameétres qui nous sont impo-
sés », a-t-il expliqué au Journal.

Trouver des économies budgétaires nest
pas chose facile, car la majorité des bud-
gets est liée a des conventions collectives
négociées.

Le ministre de I'Education, Bernard
Drainville, a affirmé que le but du gou-
vernement est d’inciter les commissions
scolaires a gérer leurs budgets de facon
rigoureuse, notamment en réduisant les
dépenses administratives. « Le gouverne-
ment a fait des investissements historiques
en éducation, et nous voulons que les ser-
vices aux enfants demeurent intacts. »

Les commissions scolaires anglophones,
regroupées au sein de la QESBA, poursui-
vent actuellement le gouvernement en jus-
tice au sujet de leur autonomie financiere,
notamment en ce qui concerne les surplus.
A un an des élections provinciales, plus-
ieurs craignent que le gouvernement tente
de sapproprier ces surplus pour améliorer
son propre bilan financier.
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Increasing Requests for Help

with Back-to-School Costs
PRTEETR

Cédric Tessier, Executive Director of Centraide Outaouais with Daniel Coutu,

magician, host and singer (May 1, 2025) (MG)
PHOTO: COURTESY OF CENTRAIDE OUTAOUAIS

Children’s clinic confronts a new
crisis of youth homelessness

@ mélissa Gélinas

LJI Reporter

With the start of the school year fast
approaching, more and more families
in the region will be using Centraide
Outaouais' Back-to-School program.

Created in 1995, the program's goal
is to provide new school supplies at a
reduced price to children from disad-
vantaged families. Since its inception,
more than 57,000 children have bene-
fited from this assistance. The program
is co-managed by some 20 neighbour-
hood and family organizations in the
Outaouais region. "People must regis-
ter with the organizations that will be
responsible for delivering the services,"
explained Cédric Tessier, Executive Di-
rector of Centraide Outaouais. Several
of them will set up a "sharing store"
where families can go to shop for their
school supplies at 25% of the price.
This year, with the rising cost of living,
the organization expects to help nearly

- 1

2,500 people. According to Cédric Tes-
sier, there has been a sustained increase
in the number of applications for the
program since 2021.

Across the Outaouais region, the
Hull sector appears to be the area with
the highest rate of extreme poverty.
"This is the area where we see the most
children being helped,” said Tessier.
"We can also see pockets of poverty
in slightly wealthier areas, such as the
Aylmer sector, and in all the regional
county municipalities in the region."

Single-parent families and families
with only one parent working appear
to be those who rely most on financial
assistance. "These are people who are
active in society, who contribute, but
who are unable to make ends meet be-
cause of ever-rising prices and wages
that aren't keeping up," he said.

For more information on the pro-
gram: https://centraideoutaouais.com/
que-fait-on/programmes/retour-en-
classe.

La sécurite, une priorité!
ATTENTION!
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Beyond clinical care, the report out-
A decade after opening its doors, the

Centre de pédiatrie sociale de Gatineau is
facing a reckoning. In its newly released
2024-2025 impact report, the organiza-
tion confirms what frontline workers
have increasingly observed: the needs
are growing, the cases are more complex
and, for the first time, children without
homes are arriving at its doors.

The report documents a sharp increase
in demand. Over the past year, the centre
provided care to 1,115 children — more
than 200 of them new — through 11,090
clinical interventions. Since its founding
in 2009, more than 2,300 children have
been served across its two sites in Vieux-
Hull and Vieux-Gatineau. Children aged
six to twelve made up the largest share of
clients, followed by those under five, then
adolescents.

Two key expansions shaped the year,
the completion of renovations at the
Vieux-Hull site and the integration of the
Boite 8 musique and Clinique de périna-
talité sociale into upgraded facilities. The
music therapy programme, now entering
its third year, reached nearly 200 class-
rooms and centres through group work-
shops, and has served over 350 children
since its launch. The perinatal clinic, now
in its fourth year, supported 70 expectant
mothers and continued postnatal follow-

lines new collaborations with academic
institutions, including an educational and
artistic partnership with the Université
du Québec en Outaouais that concluded
with a public exhibition of children’s art-
work. The centre also strengthened ef-
forts to include fathers in its care model,
with new training and programming de-
veloped in partnership with provincial
networks.

Fundraising efforts surpassed previous
years. The 16th edition of the Guignolée
des enfants raised $236,518.78, while the
centre’s inaugural benefit gala, Jeune En-
semble, brought in an additional $92,289.
Combined, they contributed to a fund-
ing model still heavily reliant on com-
munity donations, project-based grants,
and philanthropy. The report notes that
86 per cent of expenditures were directed
to frontline services.

A new executive director, Chloé Mar-
tinetti, took office in January 2025, co-
inciding with the rollout of a three-year
strategic plan. Priorities include modern-
izing infrastructure, improving cyberse-
curity, diversifying revenue streams, and
responding to what the centre describes
as a deepening social crisis.

“The needs on our territory continue
to grow; Martinetti said. “Together, we
can offer each child a space where they
feel heard, supported and valued”
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Chelsea continues to stand out. In a re-
port released earlier this year, the Institut
de la statistique du Québec ranked the
municipality among the province’s most
economically robust, citing elevated income
levels, strong labour force participation and
sustained demographic growth.

The Indice de vitalité économique des
territoires evaluates more than 1,100 mu-
nicipalities, using three core indicators:
median personal income for adults aged
18 and over, the employment rate among
those aged 25 to 64, and the average annual
population growth over a five-year period.

Chelsea, with a population of just under
9,000, performs exceptionally well across
all categories. Its residents report a median
personal income of approximately $79,500,
significantly higher than the provincial
average of $45,600. The municipality also
benefits from a relatively young and ex-
panding population, as well as proximity

First

Chelsea ranks among Quebec’s most.
economically dynamic municipalities, .=
but new provincial data reveals a .
deepening divide between the thr1v1ng
south and struggling northern

communities of the Qutaouais. (TF)
PHOTO: TASHI FARMILO

to employment centres in Gatineau and
Ottawa. These factors have helped Chelsea
emerge as one of the most economically
dynamic communities in Quebec.
Gatineau itself also performs solidly.
Among Quebec’s ten largest cities, it ranks

impressions
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fourth in the vitality index. The city posted
a median personal income of $52,700, an
employment rate above 80 per cent, and
annual population growth of close to one
per cent. As the main urban centre in the
region, Gatineau supports a broad labour
market that includes public administration,
technology, education and health care. Its
strong bilingual workforce and strategic
location at the confluence of two provinces
have made it a consistent destination for
new residents and investment.

Yet, beyond this southern corridor, the
outlook changes. Rural municipalities in
Pontiac, Vallée-de-la-Gatineau and parts
of Papineau face more difficult conditions.
In the MRC Pontiac, the median personal
income is closer to $32,500 and the em-
ployment rate among adults aged 25 to 64
is substantially lower than the provincial
average. These areas have experienced slower
population growth or outright decline, and
residents rely more heavily on government
transfers such as pensions, employment
insurance and income support.

The Institute's report indicates that more
than half of the municipalities in northern
Outaouais fall into the two lowest quintiles
of economic vitality. Contributing factors
include limited public infrastructure, long
travel distances to major job markets,
lower levels of educational attainment
and a narrower economic base. Many of
these communities depend on seasonal or
resource-based industries such as forestry,
construction and small-scale tourism, which
offer limited stability and few long-term
employment prospects.

Outmigration, particularly among younger
adults, continues to shape the demographic

profile of the region’s northern tier. School
enrolments have declined in several munici-
palities, and local employers report growing
difficulty attracting and retaining skilled
workers. The population is aging, and mu-
nicipal budgets are increasingly strained
by the need to maintain essential services
with a shrinking tax base.

The Outaouais thus presents a case of inter-
nal contrast. Municipalities like Chelsea and
Cantley are among Quebec’s top performers,
while others in the same administrative
region continue to face significant economic
headwinds. This divergence reflects more
than geography; it underscores enduring
disparities in access to infrastructure, in-
vestment and opportunity.

The Indice de vitalité économique is
used by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing to inform the distribution of
development funding and guide regional
policy. While the index does not attempt
to explain causation, it offers a clear diag-
nostic of where economic growth is taking
place and where it is not. The 2025 edition
draws on data from 2022, which represents
the most recent year for which complete,
validated figures were available from tax
filings, census updates and demographic
estimates. The findings affirm Chelsea’s
position at the forefront of the Outaouais
and expose a deepening fault line across
the region.

That divide shows no sign of narrow-
ing on its own. Without targeted policy
intervention to improve services, attract
investment and retain residents in northern
municipalities, the gap between the region’s
most and least prosperous communities is

likely to grow.
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Ottawa Riverkeepers invasive species campaign,
launched in July, aims to educate the public on inva-
sive species in their area. This will give the public an
understanding of invasive species and how to identify
and report them. The Ottawa Riverkeeper will then be
able to assess what work is needed.

Elizabeth Grater, science program coordinator at
the Ottawa Riverkeeper, explains that invasive species
can have a significant impact on the ecosystem they
invade. “What happens with invasive species is they
take over an entire area; they decrease biodiversity;
and they impact the ability for native species to grow
and to thrive” These species can find their way into
the watershed through intentional or unintentional
human activity.

The campaign is targeting 15 invasive species. As
part of a community monitoring program, the pub-
lic can use the interactive map on the Ottawa River-
keeper website to learn more about which invasive
species are present in their area and take quizzes that
teach them how to identify the species. There are also
tools for locals to report the invasive species they've
identified. This means that anyone can participate in
community monitoring to help keep the watershed
healthy.
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Ottawa Riverkeeper, Comité du Bassin Versant de la Riviére du Liévre (COBALI), and Kitigan Zibi Guardians

working together to remove European Water Chestnuts in the Baie de Lochaber (SD)

In the Outaouais, the Ottawa Riverkeeper is focusing
on 11 invasive species:

. Eurasian Milfoil

. European Frog-bit
. Purple loosestrife

. Water Chestnut

. Japanese knotweed
. Yellow Iris

. Rusty Crayfish

. European Reed

. Himalayan Balsam
. Flowering Rush

. Zebra Mussel

PHOTO: COURTESY

“We're at the knowledge building step right now.
We're trying to understand what is present and where.
With that data, we're able to work with local organiza-
tions,” said Grater.

The Ottawa Riverkeeper has already started working
with local organizations. Recently, they worked with the
Comité du Bassin Versant de la Riviére du Lievre (COBA-
LI), as well as the Kitigan Zibi Guardians to remove Eu-
ropean Water Chestnuts affecting the Baie de Lochaber.

For more information about the Ottawa Riverkeeper,
invasive species in the Outaouais, or to get involved,
visit their website: https://ottawariverkeeper.ca/

Local hub to support immigrant women
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The Association des femmes immigrantes de 'Outaouais
(AFIO) has opened an in-person center, offering a new
lifeline to immigrant women through a partnership with
the Maison communautaire dAylmer and the Partenaires
du Secteur Aylmer (PSA). The move comes as the Aylmer
area of Outaouais sees a steady rise in newcomer families
and a growing demand for culturally sensitive support
close to home.

Operating out of 61 rue du Couvent, AFIO’s new office
brings a range of services directly to Aylmer residents,
from help navigating local resources to psychosocial
support and French language learning. The organiza-
tion’s executive director, Bettyna Bélizaire, says the ex-
pansion is part of a broader mission to reduce isolation
and foster meaningful integration.

“In addition to referring families to local services,
we guide them through registration processes, provide
emotional and material support, and offer in-house re-
ferrals when needed,” said Bélizaire. “But more than
that, we create spaces where women feel seen and heard”

Programming is already underway. AFIO hosted its
first “Bonjour Aylmer” meeting on July 31, for Arabic-
speaking women recently arrived in the area. The ses-
sion introduced participants to local institutions and
services, while providing a space to ask questions and

bR
- B

The Association des femmes immigrantes de
I’Outaouais has launched a new community hub in
Aylmer to provide immigrant women with direct
access to support services, language workshops, and

integration programmes tailored to their needs. (TF)
PHOTO: COURTESY

build connections with others navigating similar ex-
periences.

Workshops will follow throughout the summer and
fall, including informal French practice sessions, mental
health discussions on stress and depression, and peer-
led events by immigrants with professional expertise.
One upcoming session will cover graphic design using
Canva, another will focus on crafting Canadian-style
CVs. Sessions will be led by women who've successfully
navigated these challenges themselves.

AFIO’s approach is deliberately flexible. “Our work-

launched

shops evolve with the needs we see,” said Bélizaire. “We
don’t impose a fixed model. If we meet someone with a
particular skill or concern, we build from that”

Locals familiar with Aylmer’s changing demographics
may already recognize some of the challenges immi-
grant women face: language barriers that complicate ev-
erything from job searches to school meetings, cultural
gaps between generations, and the persistent strain of
financial insecurity. AFIO’s team works to address these
with practical solutions: offering culinary workshops
using food bank staples, encouraging volunteerism as a
gateway to social engagement, and improving access to
professional resources through targeted referrals.

The organization, now marking its 40th year, has been a
key player in supporting immigrant integration across the
Outaouais. Its arrival in Aylmer addresses a clear need in
the community and is backed by a network of dedicated
volunteers and local partners. AFIO’s services focus on
immigrant women and many programmes also extend
to their families, including spouses and children. This
inclusive approach reflects the belief that integration is
most successful when it involves the entire household.

AFIO welcomes walk-ins every Thursday from 8:30 -
4:30 pm. Appointments can also be scheduled by phone
at 819-776-6764 or by email at info@afio.ca.

For Bélizaire, the goal is simple: “We’re building a space
of trust, support, and belonging—right here in the heart
of Aylmer”
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Outaouais athletes make their mark

at Québec Games
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Outaouais athletes turned the 59th
Finale des Jeux du Québec into a week-
long display of determination, talent
and poise. Facing the province’s best in a
charged atmosphere of competition and
camaraderie, they amassed 31 medals, se-
cured third place overall, and left a last-
ing impression for the way they competed
and the spirit they brought to every event.

“Our road cycling team dominated
the competition and won first place in
the sport; our artistic swimming team
earned the banner for sportsmanship;
our mountain biking team claimed sec-
ond place; and our closing ceremony flag
bearer Mariane Boyer won a medal in ev-
ery open-water swimming event she en-
tered,” said Amélie Simard of Loisir sport
Outaouais.

On the road, Julia Langeveld, Olivier
Drolet, Anna Mercier, Maxence La-
fontaine and Vincent-Xavier Veilleux
combined to take gold in the relay, with
Langeveld adding three silver medals
and Julianne Gauthier earning two golds

fTo receive
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Outaouais athletes from the first block set off with excitement and determination for the 59th Finale des Jeux du Québec on July
25, 2025, ready to compete, represent their region, and make their mark. (TF) PHOTO: COURTESY OF LOISIR SPORT OUTAOUAIS

and a silver. Jon Mercier claimed gold
and bronze across road and mountain
events, while Mahée Mignault left with
gold and bronze. In the mountains, Ben-
jamin Brtilé struck gold in the individual
race before teaming with Mercier to win
the relay, and Charlotte Wagner collected
silver in her category. Adréa Beaulieu
joined Wagner for bronze in the moun-

“ulletin
de GATINEAU

tain bike relay.

In the pool, Charly Birolleau-Sgard re-
turned with two silvers and a gold, Aleni
Brochu claimed silver, and Kinan Jasem
Radhe earned bronze. On the track, Amy
Roy and Robin Allard each took bronze
in athletics. In BMX, Lydiane Lafleur
collected two bronzes while Clément
Landry secured another.

Chef de Mission Charles-André
Larocque emphasized that while the re-
sults were remarkable, the Games’ real
value lay in their impact on the athletes:
“The Games represent a significant hu-
man experience. It is an opportunity to
develop connections, openness and hu-
man qualities that will leave a lasting im-
pression.”

Quyon man drowns trying to
save a woman in distress

a ,Sophi¢ Demers

On July 27 around 5:30 pm, Daniel
Desjardins, a 53-year-old man from
Aylmer, jumped from a pontoon boat
into the Ottawa River near Quyon and
Mohr Island to rescue his girlfriend in
distress. He was not wearing a lifejacket
and sank beneath the surface.

The woman was rescued by others at
the scene.

Boaters and firefighters from Pontiac
and Ontario quickly began an intensive

search that continued overnight, but the
victim was not located. After another
long search, the man’s body was located
on July 29 at approximately 12:45 pm.
The Service de police de la MRC des
Collines-de-I'Outaouais stated that it
took emergency responders an hour to
bring the body to shore. His death was
then confirmed.

A coroner’ investigation is underway
to determine the exact cause and cir-
cumstance of the drowning. Police state
that, based on known facts, Desjardins’
death was most likely accidental.
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CLASSIFIED RATES
$7,43 a week (+ taxes) = $8,54 for 15 words

Call Dominique for your classified ads - Deadline Tuesday noon

1 800 486-7678 or 819 684-4755
Email: classifieds@bulletinaylmer.com

VISA

Payment due before publication

EVENTS
WOOOPII BALLOONS
- PARTY SUPPLIES &
RENTAL SHOP Beautiful
eco-friendly balloons for
your parties, celebrations,
baby showers, gender
reveals, weddings, or any
special occasion. Located
at 153-B Principale Street,
Gatineau (Aylmer) QC.
819 682-6560. party@
wooopii.com.

FOR RENT

BACHELOR FOR RENT
Aylmer sector of Gatineau.
$795/month, no pets. For

more information, call
819-414-1627.

POUR 50 ANS+,
LOGEMENT DEMI-

SOUS-SOL, 2 chambres

a coucher, espace pour
laveuse/sécheuse, 1
stationnement, non
chauffé/éclairé, balcon
couvert, 1 200 $ par mois.
Situé dans le secteur
Aylmer. Disponible le

ler septembre. Contacter
Robert au 819-962-0725.

PRET A BATIR .
BUILDING LOTS A une
heure d’'Ottawa « 1 hour
from Ottawa. A partir

de/Starting at  $29,000.
Financement disponible/
Financing available.

dreamEestates.ca.

HALL RENTAL FOR
ALL OCCASIONS.
With or without bar
service; kitchen; air
conditioner; Wifi; TV;
dance floor. Questions?
Aylmerlegion33@gmail.
com or leave a detailed

message at 819 684-7063.

AIDE DEMANDEE pour
petits travaux intérieurs/
extérieurs. Quelques
heures par semaine, 15 $/
heure. Lac St-Antoine, Val-
des-Monts. buteaucarole@
gmail.com

MAKE
YOUR

AD POP
IN COLOR!

JOB OFFERS

ADVERTISING
CONSULTANT POSITION
AVAILABLE. Help
local businesses increase
their visibility and sales.
Interpersonal skills are essential.
You must be bilingual and own
a vehicle. Responsibilities:
Offer innovative advertising
solutions to local merchants,
provide customer service to
advertisers, apply different
marketing strategies, and
expand print and web sales.
Send your résumé by email to
the Aylmer Bulletin at pub@

bulletinaﬁlmer.com.

0! SONATURAL MASSAGE
THERAPY & SKIN CARE
All our therapists are
accredited by a Massage
Therapy Association and can
issue receipts for insurance.
Appointments are available
from Monday to Friday
between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.
and Saturday and Sunday
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
We are located at 153 Rue
Principale, Gatineau (Aylmer).
Book your appointment today.
819 682-8888.

QCNA offers advertisers a
one-order, one-bill service.
Call us for details on
reaching English Quebec
and, through classified ads,
French Quebec and every
other Canadian province
and territory. Contact us
at sales@qcna.qc.ca or 819
893-6330. For details, visit

httis://ﬂcna.ic.ca/.

VIOLINS, VIOLAS,
CELLOS, BASSES,
BOWS. Made, repaired,
sold. Peter Mach, Luthier.
309, Ch. Eardley, Gatineau
(Aylmer). Since 1980. 819-
684-3886.

LOOKING FOR OLD
FISHING LURES. I pay
cash. Jean-Luc 819-230-
4804.

SERVICES

COUPEVITE
ENTREPRISE
PAYSAGEMENT/
LANDSCAPING - Fall
cleanup - Mowing -
Gardening. 873-353-
0949.

SERVICES

WINDOW SCREEN
REPLACEMENT Fix
your screen! Trusted local
service, pickup / drop off.
Call or text 819-801-4448.

WINDOW CLEANING Your
windows need love?
Professional window
cleaning, local, and reliable.
Visit altaservices.ca.

RESIDENTIAL

CLEANING. Includes
appliances, carpets,
upholstery, windows,
lawns. Contact Rick

(bilingual) 873-354-8714,
rickcleaning@outlook.com.

Vous aimez aider votre communauté?
Rejoignez I'équipe du Bulletin dés
aujourd’hui! Nous avons une place

au sein de notre service de publicité
pour une personne dynamique

qui aime les gens.

Offre d'emploi | Help Wanted

CONSEILLER (ERE)
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

I3ulletin West Quebec Post “TBulletin

Love to help the community?
Join the Bulletinteam today.
We have an opening in our
Advertising department

for a dynamic person

who loves people.

I Postuler : | Apply to : pub@bulletinaylmer.com I

WWW.
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THIS SUMMER AT THE SYMMES INN
MUSEUM: Discover our new escape
room Robbery at the Aquatic Club! Book
your time slot to try to escape at www.
symmesevasion.ca or 819-682-0291.

GROUPE DE DANSE JOIE DE VIVRE
Danse en ligne pour les 50 ans et plus
Automne 2025 - Session (10 cours) 45
$. Centre Ernest Lattion, 30 rue, Court,
Aylmer. Inscription: 2-3 septembre 2025
- 18 h a 20 h 30. Cours: Mardis - Débu-
tants-1 (18 h 45 a 20 h) et Débutants-2
(20 h 15 a 21 h 30), commencant le 9
septembre. Cours: Mercredis — Avancés
(18 h45a20h) et Intermédiaires (20 h 15
a21h 30), commengcant le 10 septembre.
Pour les nouveaux éléves, nous offrons
un cours dessai a 5 $. Pratique: tous les
vendredis de 19h00 a 21h00 & compter
du 12 septembre. Professeure Diplomée:

BECAUSE WE HAVE YOUR ACTIVITIES AT HEART

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Nicole Lachapelle. Pour info: Lucie Lebrun
819-360-3891. Courriel: groupe.danse.joie.
de.vivre@gmail.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
Groupe.de.danse.Joie.de.Vivre

AYLMER LEGION -August 23rd at 1
pm: Euchre Tournament. -August 30th
at 7 pm: It’s a Country Night! Live Music
with “4 Better Times Band”. -Sept. 9th at
7 pm: Karaoke Night. -Sept. 16th at 10 am:
NEW! FREE WORKSHOP - Transform
your space with Organizing, Decluttering
& Packing Workshop with Emma Huard,
Professional Organizer. Organizing, de-
cluttering, and packing Workshop! Com-
plimentary Refreshments will be served.
It’s free to register, call 819 557-0615. The
Aylmer Legion is located at 59 Bancroft
in Aylmer. All are welcome! For More
Info: Aylmerlegion33@gmail.com

OLD AYLMER MARKET Come celebrate
the opening of the season with us! Meet
up with your favorite market gardeners,
producers, and artisans, and meet new,
passionate people from our beautiful re-
gion. They all have one thing in common:
a love for quality, local products. From
June 1 to October 5, 2025, the Old Aylmer
Market returns every Sunday between 9
a.m. and 2 p.m. at Commemorative Park,
117 Rue Principale, Gatineau (Aylmer).
Join us and celebrate the return of your
favorite merchants!

PORTAGE DANS LE TEMPS DES
ALLUMETTIERES. Cet été, vivez un
voyage théatral et historique unique!
Le Théatre Dérives Urbaines revient
avec « Portage dans le temps des allu-
mettiéres », un spectacle déambulatoire
immersif qui vous plongera au cceur de

I'histoire des travailleuses de la E.B. Eddy,
ces femmes courageuses qui ont marqué
T'histoire ouvriére de Gatineau. En compag-
nie de l'historien Michel Prévost, partez a
la rencontre de personnages fascinants et
revivez des moments marquants, comme
la contre-gréve de 1924. Une expérience
vivante, enrichissante et mémorable, a
ne pas manquer ! Parcours a pied dans
le Vieux-Hull. Dates : 30, 31 aotitet 6, 7
septembre 2025. Heures de départ : 13
het 15h 30. Lieu de départ : 1, rue Wel-
lington (Théatre de I'lle). Durée : 60 a 75
minutes. ***Gratuit, sur réservation***.
Réservez dés maintenant vos places au
www.derivesurbaines.org (places limitées).
Présenté en collaboration avec la Ville
de Gatineau dans le cadre de l'initiative
Profite de Iété.
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Jeudi28/Rout
Thursday; Rugust:28th

4pm/16h Entrance gates open/Ouverture des portes:
5pm/17h Beauce Carnaval midway open/
Ouverture des manéges
5pm/17h Exhibits open/Ouverture des exposition
6pm/18h Beer Tent open;/Le bar ouvre
Tpm/19h Official opening/Ouverture officielle:
Tpm/19h Truck & Tractor Pull/ Tir de camions & tracte
9pm/21h Exhibits close/Fermeture des expositions
10pm/22h Indoor Concessions Close/ Exhibits close/
Fermeture des concessions intérieures
10:30pm/22h30 Entrance gates close/ Fermeture des portes
Tlpm/23h Midway closes/Fermeture des manges:
12:30am/00h30 Beer Tent Closes/Fermeture du bar

Vendredi29 Aoiit
Friday, August:29th

Entrance gates open/Ouverture des portes
Exhibits open/Ouverture des exposition
Dairy Cattle Show/Division des vaches laitie
Beauce Carnaval midway open/Quverture d
Beer Tent open/Le bar ouvre

Horse Show (Arena)/ Concours des chevau:
Scene principale :

Barrel House

Exhibits close/Fermeture des expositions

Indoor Concessions Close/ Exhibits close/

Fermeture des concessions intérigures
0:30pm/22h30 Entrance gates close/ Fermeture des porte:
[pm/23h Midway closes/Femeture des manéges
2:30am/00h30 Beer Tent Closes/Fermeture du bar

Samedi 30/ Aot
Saturday, August:30th

Entrance gates open/Ouverture des portes
4-HLamb-Goat Market/Marché agneau-cl
4-HRegional Club Show - Ewe Lambs/Goat, Ra
Concours du club des 4-H -Brebis Agneaux/Chévre,
Horse Show/ Concours des chevaux de trait au
Exhibits open/Ouverture des exposition
Sheep/Moutons
Beauce Carnaval midway open/Ouverture d
Beer tent open/Le bar ouvre
Beef Pee Wee Show/
Concours des boeufs pour les peewee.
Beef Cattle Show (Arena)/ Concours des bo
Horse Show/ Concours des chevaux de traita
Mark Mulligan (Beer Tent)
7:30pm/19h30  Danny Sylvester
9:00pm/21h PARMALEE
10:30 pm/22h30 Danny Sylvester (Beer Tent)
9pm/21h Exhibits close/Fermeture des expositions
10pm/22h Indoor Concessions Close/Exhibits close/
Fermeture des concessions intérigures
10:30pm/22h30 Entrance gates close/Fermeture des portes
11pm/23h Midway closes/Femeture des manéges
12:30am/00h30 Beer Tent Closes/Fermeture du bar:

Dimanche 31Aotit
Sunday, Rugust:31st

8:30am/8h30  Entrance gates open/Ouverture des portes
9am/Sh 4-H Market Steer/Bouvillons 4-H
9am/Sh 4-H Regional Club Show Dairy & Beef/.

Club Régional des 4-H Spectacle Laitier et B
10am/10h Exhibits open/Ouverture des exposition
12noon/midi  Beauce Carnaval midway open/Ouverture d
12noon/12h  Horse Pull/tir de chevaux
Tpm/13h Beer tent open/Le bar ouvre
2pm/14h Bytown Brothers (Beer Tent)
3pm/15h Novice/Peewee Gymkhana Horse Show

(Arena)/Gymkhana pour les peewee et not
4pm/16h Youth/Adult Gymkhana Horse Show/

Gymkhana pour jeunes et adultes
6:30pm/18h30  4-H Market Steer and Lamb-Goat Auction/

Encan des animaux de boucherie et agneaux
7:30pm/19h30  Phil Denault Band/groupe Phil Denault
9pm/21h  BRETT KISSEL
10:30pm/22h30 Phil Denault Band (Beer Tent)/groupe Phil
9pm/21h Exhibits close/Fermeture des expositions
10pm/22h Indoor Concessions Close/Exhibits close/

Fermeture des concessions intérieures
10:30pm/22h30 Entrance gates close/ fermeture des portes
Tlpm/23h Midway closes/femeture des manéges
12:30am/00h30 Beer Tent Closes/Fermeture du bar

Lundii1Septembre
Monday, September:ist

8am/8h Entrance gates open/Ouverture des portes:
Tlam/11h Exhibits open/Overture des exposition
12noon/12h  Classic Car and Bike Show/concours de

voitures et motos antiaues et classiqu
12noon/12h  Demo Derby/ Derby de démolition
12n0on/midi  Beauce Carnaval midway open/Ouverture d
12noon/midi  Beer tent open/Ouverture du bar

Jukehox (Beer Tent)/Jukebox sous [a te
2pm/14h Exhibits close/Fermeture des expositions
4pm/16h Midway closes/Fermeture des manéges
4pm/16h Entrance gates close/ Fermeture des porte:
5pm/17h Beer Tent Closes/Fermeture du bar

Weekend Activities/,

Activités offertes atous|ies/jours;

* Pay-One-Price Admission/Billet tout inclu

* Agricultural Awareness zone/Sensibilisation a Iagriculture

* Family Entertainment throughout the Day/Spectacles pour

* The Canine Circus

 Dr.Von Houligans Family Extravaganza

* Dan the One Man Band

* Magic Extravaganza featuring Aaron Matthews

 Comedy Hypnotist & Mentalist - Fernandez

* Crafts & Horticulture Displays/Expositions d'artisanat et d

* Small Animal Barn/Grange des petits animaux:

* Fair Food and Beverage Concessions/Foire alimentaire

* Petting Farm/Mini-ferme

* Free Pony Rides Compliments of the Pontiac Agricultural S
Tours de poney gratuits offerts par Socitét d'agriculture dt

* Midway/Maneges

* Vendors and Kiosks/Kiosques des Marchands

* Draft Horse Educational Tent/ Tente des géants

* Pontiac Museum open daily

Schedule May Change Without Notice/L horaire peut change




